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Students from non-Irish schools excel at Colaiste an Eachréidh

SCHOOL NEWS

With Tom Gilmore & Ray Ryan
School news from Colaiste an Eachréidh

IN the past some people’s perception of all-Irish
secondary schools were of places to go after
attending a Gaelscoil. But the success of some
students at Athenry’s Colaiste an Eachréidh, who
have come from primary schools where they were
taught through English, proves otherwise.
While the majority of students at the college
come from the Gaelscoil system it is interesting to
note that a large percentage are now coming from
conventional primary schools as well.
“Coláiste an Eachréidh’s intake of pupils, who
had not attended a Gaelscoil primary school,
reflects national norms with at least 20 per cent
enrolment and indeed these students excel in an
Irish medium setting, topping the class and results
in many instances,” says Brian Ó Maoilchiaráin
(Príomhoide).
Bunaiodh Colaiste an Eachréidhh i Lúnasa 2006
agus múintir gach ábhar trí mheán na Ghaeilge. Is
í an Ghaeilge teanga chumarsáide an Choláiste.
After over six years in existence the school in
Athenry caters for students from a wide
catchment area from Tuam to Ballinasloe,
Loughrea, and Gort and to the outskirts of Galway
City.
The school is full of diverse activities and the
current group of Transition Year students have
been working on a most interesting project titled
“Spailpini” combing drama, history, music, craft
as well as audio and visual effects.
This is a current generation’s interpretation of
the life and times of workers who migrated from

Connemara to North Galway and other areas as
farm workers, mostly in the early decades of the
20th century.
Teacher Padraig Ó Baoill says their production
utilises modern film skills and radio skills in
telling a story from Ireland’s past in a modern way.
The students have made some very interesting
and colourful props for the production and while it
has already been put on in the school the show
will be open to the public when it is performed on
March 14 at Raheen Woods Hotel.
“Unlike many other drama productions this has
developed literally from a blank page,” says Brian
Ó Maoilchiaráin.
“We have facilitated the students by bringing in
authors, playwrights and others for talks but it is
the students work from start to finish.
“Unfortunately the plight of the Spailpini is still
with us though now they have to go much further
to places such as Australia in search of work,” he
added.
“We designate every Thursday for extracurricular activities by the Transition Year
students. But for the other four days it is back to
class work, the academic side of education. They
also do work experience and sometimes in the
social services or with voluntary groups or
visiting old people’s homes, etc,” said the
Príomhoide.
Another extra-curricular activity for the TY
students is Taekwon-do and one of them,
Breandán Ó Cionnaith, is current Irish and

European champion.
The students are trained during an eight weeks
module by Shane Fitzgibbon who is a six times
world Taekwon-do and kickboxing champion.
Meanwhile Tuam student Sean Ó Gaibhneáin
was honoured at an awards ceremony at the NUIG
College of Business last week. Sean is a son of wellknown GAA referee Gerry Guinan and his wife
Veronica.
He was among only nine per cent of students in
Ireland to have got an A in the Higher Business
Studies paper in his Junior Cert last year.
“We are very pleased with the performance of
all our Junior Certificate students as over 90 per
cent of them got A, B or C grades in all subjects
last year,” says Brian Ó Maoilchiaráin.
The college is also very proud of the
achievements of two of its Leaving Certificate
students, Sean Pokall who was presented with a
University of Limerick UL40 scholarship of €2,000
in recognition of his excellent 560 points in the
Leaving Certificate, and Kate Nic Dhonncha who
also got 560 points and has gone on to study
medicine.
Six years ago Colaiste an Eachréidh started out
with eight pupils but it has expanded so rapidly
that it expects to have over 160 next year.
The increase in the number of pupils from
primary schools where everything is not taught
through the medium of Irish is contributing to the
rapid growth of the only all-Irish secondary school
in Galway outside the city.

TUAM STUDENT’S AWARD: Sean Ó Gaibhneáin, son of Gerry and Veronica Guinan, Tuam, and
a student at Coláiste an Eachréidh receives the Junior Certificate Business Studies award
presented to only nine per cent of students nationally for attaining an A in higher level
Business Studies. He is pictured with his business teacher Deirdre Ni Neachtain at the NUIG
awards ceremony.
STUDENTS who have not come from a Gaelscoil background but make up over 20 per cent of the enrolment at Coláiste an Eachréidh.

AWARD: Sean Pokall, past-pupil of Coláiste an Eachréidh, is
presented with a University of Limerick UL40 scholarship for
€2,000 by Professor Paul McCutcheon in recognition of his
excellent Leaving Certificate.
Sean, a first year undergraduate studying Applied
Languages in UL, was one of only nine students in the faculty
to receive such an award.

ENGLISH AS GAEILGE! Third-year students in their English language class.

CHAMPIONS: Student Breandán Ó Cionnaith, the current Irish and European Taekwon-do champion gets instruction from six
times world champion Shane Fitzgibbon, watched by other TY students.

CRAFTY STUDENTS: Fourth year students in the woodwork and construction studies class
with teacher Turlough O Cuidithe.

THE CAST of Spailpini, TY students, with teacher Pádraig Ó Baoill, at Coláiste an Eachréidh.

NEXT WEEK’S SCHOOL IS ST JARLATH’S COLLEGE, TUAM.
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