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School around the corner

It’s all gone arty at Athenry’s
Coláiste an Eachréidh

SINEAD Pokall paints some of the backdrops at Colaiste an
Eachreidh, Athenry.

EIBHLIN Nic Cormaic, Emma Begley, Jodi Tierney and teacher Marie Duffy in the art class.

BRIANNA Greaney, Michael Griffin and Noah Dobell with
their pyrograph work.
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O say that art and academia go hand in hand is almost an
understatement when referring to the fast-expanding, all-Irish
second-level school serving a large area of Co Galway, Coláiste an
Eachréidh in Athenry.
Tá Coláiste an Eachréidh ag fás gach bliain ó a thug mé cuairt ann don
chéad uair i 2006. Bhí rang amháin le ocht daltaí ann ag an am; anois
tá 140 daltaí ann ó bhliain a haon go dtí an Ardteist. ‘De réir a chéile a
thógtar na caisleáin’ (Rome was not built in a day), the seanfhocal says,
and clearly Coláiste an Eachréidh is going from strength to strength
each year as it provides education through the medium of Irish to the
pupils of North, East and South Galway.
In tandem with their academic projects, all done as Gaeilge, the
students talked with justifiable pride about their artistic achievements,
ranging from producing plays and winning national singing and poetry
competitions to their artistically creative scenes produced in wood by
pyrograph.
The pyrograph instrument, sometimes called a wood-burning
engraving instrument, is used by students to create pictures and scenes
ranging from robots to pet dogs to an elaborate wall hanging map of
Athenry with the names of all the villages surrounding the town neatly
engraved in wood on it.
“While we do a lot of this work in school, some of us buy our own
pyrograph instruments and work on scenes in wood at home,” says
student Noah Dobell. During our visit other students were putting the
finishing touches to their play Riff Raff, which was written by six of
them.
“It’s a love story set in rural Ireland in the 1950s and it could be in the
Athenry area,” says student Saoirse Ní Mhainnín.
“The music is from that era and the sets also aim to reflect that time
and we got one of the teachers to make an old-style radio as one of
the props that will be used in the background,” says another student,
Sinead Pokall.
The play was staged last week for parents and teachers, while it will
also be staged in the Axis Theatre, Dublin at Féile Scoil Drámaíochta
and, later on, all the Gaelscoil pupils across this area of Co Galway will
get a chance to see it at a night planned for the Raheen Woods Hotel
next month.
“The school now has risen in numbers from a mere eight when we
opened to 141 at present, and while we got four additional classrooms
to cater for the numbers since last September, we are hopeful that work
will start on our new school building within a year to accommodate the
number of prospective students coming onstream,” says Proímhoide
Brian O’Maoilchiarain.
Students are pleased with their Junk-Kouture project, for which they
created a beautiful, long and flowing dress out of items such as bottle
caps and plastic bags with the top made from an old window blind. It
has been entered in the Junk-Kouture project for schools in the West.
Two students from the school, Sinead Pokall and Muireann Ní
Bhaoill, won the National SCLÉIP music competition with their own
original songs, Amhrán an Tae agus Stad Bus, which can be seen and
heard on YouTube. They also won their category prize at the Oireachtas
competition in November.
Meanwhile two fifth-year students, Meave Nic Crossan and Ciaran
Carrick, were winners in the Over the Edge Cuairt poetry competition
and the Cuisle Young Poet of the Year national competition
respectively.
Ciaran’s poem One Cent Coin has some very thought-provoking lines
such as the following:
I want to
Meet different currencies,
Not be left to turn green
Like the majority of
My copper ancestry,
Nor dropped into the deepest
depths,
Of the sixth or seventh sea.
I want to be!
Be
Traded on the stock exchange
And shown,
That I’m a lot more,
Than a one cent coin,
Born to the world of a factory
floor.
Meanwhile the poem by Maebh Nic an Chrosain is a poignant one
about a cousin of hers, Shauna, who sadly passed away at the age of 16.
Some of its words strike a chord and they include:
Each and every one of her freckles
was placed individually,
perfectly,
by God Himself.
He must’ve thought her
so beautiful
as to want her
back again,
so soon.
As we said at the outset, all this artistic activity, and more, sits
comfortably with the many academic achievements of students at
Coláiste an Eachréidh since its foundation in Lúnasa 2006.

TRANSITION Year students get ready for the forthcoming play.

TEACHER Aine Ni Fhlannchda with some of the first years at Colaiste an Eachreidh,
Athenry.

PREPARING for the play: Transition Year students Torai Ni
Fhionnlaoich, Muireann Ni Bhaoill, Holly Nic an Roíbín, Meabh
O Chonaill and Saoirse Ni Mhainnin.

SINGERS Sinead Pokall and Muireann Ni Bhaoill
winning the Buaiteoirí SCLEÌP 2013 national singing
competition.

STUDENT Holly Nic an Róibín
modelling the outfit made for
the Junk Kouture competition.

POETRY winners Meabh McCrossan and Ciaran Carrick.
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