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GREASED up. Members of the cast of Grease, to be staged this Thursday and Friday in Athenry Community Hall.

Grease as Gaeilge (and in 
English) in Athenry
IN a New departure for 

musicals, the innovative 
boys and girls from 

Transition Year at athenry’s 
Coláiste an eachréidh, 
with a little help from their 
friends on the teaching staff, 
have taken the show Grease 
and with the narrative 
translated to Gaeilge they 
sing the songs in english and 
hope the combination will 
be a hit for all when they 
perform it this Thursday and 
Friday, November 19 and 20, 
in athenry Community Hall.

This promises to be a 
musical with a difference, 
but then Coláiste an 
eachréidh has being doing 
things differently since it 
was set up 11 years ago with 
only eight students. Its 
current enrolment of 160 is 
likely to pass the 200 mark 
next year.

In the past another musical 
produced by the school, Na 
Spailpíní, won a regional 
award for the students and 
this time they are mixing 
the Gaeilge and the Béarla 
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MICHAEL Ó Gríofa, Dara Mac Ricéid and Ciara-Beth Ní 
Ghríofa are in lead roles in Grease.

“Last year 32 
per cent of our 
students got in 
excess of 500 
points and the 
national average 
for marks over 
500 is only eight 
per cent,” says 
Brian.

in such a way that it should 
ensure that people who are 
not bilingual will still enjoy 
it.

Deputy Principal Seán 
Ó Mainnín, a native of 
Headford, says a number of 
teachers and students came 
up with the idea and while 
having the songs in english 

is good, as they are all well 
known, they also work well 
with the narrative in Irish.

“It was translated by edel
de Paor, a sister of one 
of the teachers here, and 
the director is Marcus O 
Gaoithín (Marcus wynn)
who is also from Headford,” 
says Seán.

The lead roles are played 
by Noah Dobell (Danny) 
from Bawnmore, who is a 
native of east London, the 
role of Kenickie (Danny’s 
best friend) is played 
by Michael Griffin from 
Renmore, whose mother is 
welsh while New York-native 
Ciara-Beth Ní Ghríofa from 

kitted out and opened last 
week.

Principal Brian Ó 
Maoilchiaráin says this new 
laboratory is a great addition 
to facilities at the school 
where he has been the 
Príomhoide since bunaíodh 
Coláiste an eachréidh i 
Lúnasa 2006.

“as Science is such an 
important subject now we 
are delighted to have this 
new lab which should help 
the students achieve even 
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Craughwell plays the role of 
Sandy.

while there is justifiable 
excitement around the 
school about the way they 
are doing this musical bi-
lingually, the students and 
staff are also excited about 
their new 100 sq. metres 
Science Lab being fully 


