
Local jobs boost
and more on way
Steeltech have further expansion plans
Herald News Page 5

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 €2 (£1.65 stg.)

Tuam AC’s 8k 
Road Race
13th staging of popular event
Herald Sport Pages 78-80

young scientist treble

COLAISTE an Eachraidh student Ciara Ni Ghriofa with the three awards she won at this 
year’s BT Young Scientist Exhibition for her MiConnect app that helps young children 
with autism improve their interaction with people. She is pictured with her science 
teacher Mary Ní Mhathuna and Principal Briain O Maoilchiarain. • See more on Page 4. 
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No insurance
No excuses

Tuam solicitors given March 1 cut-off point by Judge•

By Tony Galvin

DEFENCE solicitors have 
been put on notice that 
as of March 1 Judge James 
Faughnan, who presides over 
Tuam Court, will no longer 
be accepting pleas for him to 
use his discretion and not im-
pose driving bans in most no 
insurance cases.

The Judge informed law-
yers present at the first Tuam 
Court of the New Year that 
he would continue to use 
his discretion in first offence 
cases involving driving with-
out insurance until March 1st 
but after that pleas such as 
a defendants needing their 
licences for work would not 
be accepted.

He explained that his deci-
sion was based on the judg-
ment made by the Court of 
Appeal in a case involving the 
DPP vs Skillington.

special reasons

Previously, a person 
charged with no insurance, 
who has no previous convic-
tions, could sometimes avoid 

being disqualified from driv-
ing if the Court was provided 
with “special reasons” why 
a person should not be dis-
qualified.

Usually “special reasons” 
related to a person’s employ-
ment or family or medical 
circumstances. When Dis-
trict Court Judges were sat-
isfied with the legitimacy of 
these “special reasons” they 
would usually exercise their 
discretion and not impose a 
disqualification. 

However, a recent judg-
ment of the Court of Appeal 
in Director of Public Prosecu-

tions vs Tony Skillington has 
made the onus of establishing 
a “special reason” more diffi-
cult for an accused person.

In essence the Court has de-
cided that regardless of the 
personal consequences of a 
disqualification, if an accused 
person knowingly drove an 
uninsured vehicle then the 
Court could not hold there to 
be any special reason attach-
ing to the offence and there-
fore could not exercise its 
discretion not to disqualify.

Understandable 
mistake

The arguments for not dis-
qualifying are now narrowed 
down to the driver making 
an understandable mistake; 
the insurance company mak-
ing an administrative error 
or a mix-up regarding cases 
where an employer covers 
insurance and failed to do so 
and the driver couldn’t possi-
bly have known.

This decision will have seri-
ous consequences for those 
drivers charged with driving 
with no insurance in the fu-
ture.

JUDGE James Faughnan.
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Canadia Achensee Oak 
8mm laminate flooring

Was €9.95 per sqyd

Now €7.95 per sqyd
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