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By Jacqueline Hogge

ATHENRY is celebrating 
scientific success as a stu-
dent at the town’s Colaiste 
an Eachraidh scooped three 
awards at this year’s BT 
Young Scientist Exhibition.

Ciara Ni Ghriofa, 17, won 
the RTE Award for Best Over-
all Project in the Social and 
Behavioural Category for the 
MiContact app she has devel-
oped to help children with 
autism feel comfortable mak-
ing eye contact with people.

The project also won the 
Abbott Special Award for Liv-
ing Life to the Fullest as well 
as first place in her category.

The fifth year student from 
Craughwell, who was the 
first ever representative from 

the school to reach the final 
stages of the competition, 
was also invited to a special 
Bootcamp organised by BT 
as one of 30 projects chosen 
from the 550 to exhibit at the 
RDS in Dublin last week.

Speaking to The Tuam Her-
ald at the school on Monday, 
Ciara said she was over-
whelmed to have done so 
well in the competition.

“I always knew it was a 
strong project and my philos-
ophy was go big or go home 
but I thought I had messed 
up my chances after the first 
day of judging on the Thurs-
day,” she said.

“Friday morning passed 
by and none of the judges 
had come back to my stand 
but then just before lunch 15 
of them arrived asking for a  

brief summary of the work 
I had done so I knew then I 
was still in the running.

“When they announced 
me as category winner in the 
Social and Behavioural Sci-
ences section I was thrilled 
as I knew I wouldn’t be go-
ing home empty handed, so 
the other two awards were a 
complete shock.”

As part of the RTE Award, 
Ciara received a €300 cash 
prize and a €1,000 bursary 
for university. She will also 
take part in a mobile journal-
ism workshop during a day 
at RTE’s Montrose campus, 
while a day in Abbott Labora-
tories in Longford is also on 
the horizon.

Ciara presented her project 
in Irish, with her poster ex-
plaining the concept of the 
app written as Gaeilge.

“I’ve developed an app, 
with support from UNESCO 
and the Child and Family Re-
search Centre in NUI Galway, 
where a series of symbols 
are superimposed onto a 
person’s face. The child then 
matches the symbols from a 
grid to those on the face,” ex-
plained Ciara. 

“It subconsciously desensi-
tises the process of looking at 
a person’s face for the child, 
therefore improving eye con-
tact.

“The next step now is to 
conduct a more extensive 
trial as the work I’ve done 
so far is too important not 
to continue. This app could 
help a lot of people so I’m 
looking forward to moving 
the project forward once all 
the excitement of my success 
calms down.”

NEWS

€3,000 compo for nightclub 
assault not enough — Judge
A TUAM apprentice carpen-
ter now living in Canada 
was told he needed to in-
crease his compensation of-
fer to a victim he attacked 
in Geoghegan’s night club 
from €3,000 to €5,000 if he 
wished to receive any lenien-
cy from Tuam Court when it 
came to sentencing.

His victim was told that 
the outcome of this criminal 

case and the acceptance of 
the €5,000 did not prevent 
him from suing his attacker 
and seeking additional com-
pensation in a civil court.

Alan Finnerty, Berming-
ham Road, Tuam pleaded 
guilty, via his solicitor Sean 
Acton, to the assault charges 
when his case came before 
Judge James Faughnan. The 
Court was told Finnerty was 

in Canada.
The Court heard that 

Finnerty attacked his victim 
in the club on February 15, 
2015. 

He knocked him to the 
ground and jumped on him. 
Security staff ejected the vic-
tim and when he returned 
to the club looking for his 
brother, Finnerty attacked 
him again, punching him in 

the face.
Finnerty’s victim Akos 

Boldoghazi told the Judge 
that the attack terrified him. 
He suffered a broken jaw and 
his eyes were injured. He 
was so traumatised by the 
attack that he stopped going 
out and lost his girlfriend as 
a result.

Judge Faughnan explained 
to the victim that he was not 

satisfied that the €3,000 on 
offer from Alan Finnerty was 
sufficient and he wanted to 
see this raised to €5,000. 

He outlined that accept-
ance of this offer did not pre-
clude Boldoghazi from pur-
suing a civil claim against his 
attacker in another court.

He advised him to consult 
a lawyer but warned him 
that he had only a month to 

make his claim before the 
time permitted in law to do 
so elapsed.

Judge Faughnan directed 
that the €3,000 be paid over 
immediately to the victim.

He adjourned the case for 
sentencing and the payment 
of an additional €2,000 until 
the first April sitting of Tuam 
Court, which is set for April 
11.

DOCTOR Caitriona Fisher, Health Product Regulatory Au-
thority, presents Alaidh Fox and Deirdre Hughes, students at 
Colaiste Bhaile Chlair, Claregalway, with their award at the 
BT Young Scientist Exhibition.

COLAISTE an Eachraidh, Athenry, student Ciara Ni Ghriofa 
with the three awards she won at this year’s BT Young Scien-
tist Exhibition for her MiConnect app that helps young chil-
dren with autism improve their interaction with people. She 
is pictured with her science teacher Mary Ní Mhathuna and 
Principal Briain O Maoilchiarain. Photo: Ray Ryan

COLAISTE Bhaile Chlair first year students Emmet O’Shea, Finn Regan and Michael Moroney 
receive their award from Ruth Murphy, Chief Counsel Business and Public Sector in BT at the 
BT Young Scientist Exhibition.

Athenry student’s autism 
app scoops three awards 
at BT Young Scientist

Principal Briain 
O’Maoilchiaran said everyone 
in the school was very proud 
of Ciara’s achievement.

“To reach the finals of the 
BT Young Scientist was a suc-
cess in itself,” he said.

“But to come away with 
three prestigious awards, 
one of which is one of only 
four awards given out, shows 
the level Ciara is at with her 
research. The students are 
already talking about submit-
ting entries for next year’s 
competition which says it 
all.”

Coláiste Bhaile Chláir is also 
celebrating success at this 
year’s competition with two 
out of six groups who repre-
sented the school receiving 
awards at Friday evening’s 
ceremony.

Third year students Alaidh 
Fox and Deirdre Hughes re-
peated their success from 
last year’s competition, by 
winning first place in the 
technology section at inter-

mediate level for their Hox 
Project — Using Rfid Technol-
ogy To Advance Medicine.

The girls also won the 
HPRA award for the devices 
that help the elderly and vis-
ually impaired to administer 
medication safely through an 
audio device that can read 
labels and a separate wrist-
band containing a patient’s 

entire medical history.
First years Emmet O’Shea, 

Finn Regan and Michael Mo-
roney came second in the 
technology section at junior 
level for their smart plug de-
vice that allows users to have 
a greater understanding of 
their electricity consump-
tion with a view to better 
controlling their bills.


