
Faculty of Linguistics, Philology and Phonetics 
  

 
Eileen Coughlan 
Phone: 0871121399 
E-Mail: eileen.coughlan@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk  

 

August 2017      Page 1 of 3 

[Leagan Gaeilge ar fáil] 
 

Language attitudes and practices among students in Irish-medium secondary schools 
 

INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS 
 

Ethics Approval Reference: R52019/RE001 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

Your child’s school has agreed to take part in a study looking at use of and attitudes to language among 

students in Irish-medium secondary schools and I am writing to invite your child to participate in this study. 

 

I very much hope you would like your child to take part, but before you decide, it is important that you 

understand why the study is being done and what it will involve. I’ve included the answers to some of the 

questions you might have below, but if there’s anything else you’d like to know, please get in contact on 

0871121399 or eileen.coughlan@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk. I’m happy to discuss the study with you in English or Irish. 

 

Regards, 

Eileen Coughlan 

 

What am I trying to find out? 

I want to show students’ views on language (English, Irish, and any other languages spoken in the school) in 

their own words. I want to get an insight into how students use Irish, English and other languages, and how 

they see the role of these languages in their own lives and communities, and in the country more widely. As 

part of this, I am interested more broadly in everyday life for students in Irish-medium secondary schools, 

including how they use social media and participation in extra-curricular activities. This study is not about 

language competence and their ability will not be assessed in any way. 

 

Why has my child been invited to take part? 

I am inviting your child to take part because they are a young person attending COLÁISTE AN EACHRÉIDH I 

am inviting about 100 young people to take part. 

 

Does my child have to take part? 

No. The decision is entirely up to you. You are welcome to ask questions about the study before deciding 

whether or not your child will participate. If you do agree for your child to participate and later change your 

mind, please let me know. You may withdraw your child and their data from the study at any time, without 

giving a reason and without penalty. Your child will also be asked whether he/she agrees to take part in the 

study and will also have the option to withdraw from the study at any time. 
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What will happen if my child takes part? 

I’ll be in the school, during classes, at break-times and during activities like sports training, drama rehearsals 

or committee meetings, observing what’s going on and what life is like for students. I might also ask students 

questions about how they use social media, what television programmes they watch, etc. I’ll be in the school 

for two days most weeks and the study is likely to last from September 2017 to February 2018. 

 

As well as observing, I would like to make some audio and video recordings and photographs of students in 

class and at break-times and so on. Students will always know if they are being recorded or photographed 

and will have the option of changing their mind about this at any time. Only those whose parents have 

consented for them to be recorded will be and no recordings or photographs will be made or taken unknown 

to them. I might also ask students to audio-record themselves, either on their phones or using a recording 

device I give them. Students making such recordings will be made aware that only those who have consented 

to participate in the study can be recorded and that recordings must always be made openly. A briefing 

document that will be given to students undertaking self-recordings is attached. 

 

Towards the end of the research period, in January or February, I’d like to do some focus groups with 

students. This will involve a group of students discussing all sorts of things to do with being a student in an 

Irish-medium school and will last about half an hour.  

 

What are the advantages / disadvantages of taking part? 

There will be no direct benefit to students from taking part in this study, but I hope this research will give 

an insight into the attitudes of students to both Irish and English, as well as any other languages that are 

present in the school. After I’ve completed the research, I’d like to return to the school to tell students, 

teachers and parents/guardians, if interested, about my findings and to hear what they think of them. 

 

What happens to the data provided? 

After your child has taken part, I will use the recordings as part of the study detailed above. If (and only 

if) you and your child agree, anonymised versions of the recording and associated documents (e.g 

transcriptions) will be stored in the Irish Qualitative Data Archive (www.iqda.ie), so that they can be 

used by researchers other than me for other research purposes. All names mentioned in these recordings 

and associated documents will be replaced by false names and any information that might identify 

participants (like local placenames or names of local clubs) will be removed before they are archived. 

Photographs and videos will not be archived and are mostly for my own use (e.g. to remind me how 

equipment was set up). If shown to other researchers, they will be anonymised, so that your child is not 

identifiable in them. All information disclosed by your child during the research will be kept confidential 

unless your child discloses that they or someone else is being harmed, in which case I will have to inform 

the principal, in accordance with the school’s child protection policy.  

 

The recordings and all personal data (e.g. names and identifying details) will be stored s ecurely on my 

personal computer, a secure back-up device and the university’s secure online back-up system. Only I 

and my supervisor will have access to the personal data and non-anonymised recordings and associated 

documents. Third parties may be given access to research data for monitoring and/or audit of the study, or 

for data storage purposes. In order to comply with the university’s research data policy, the data will be 

retained and stored securely by me for a minimum of three years. 
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Will the research be published? 

If you agree for your child to participate in this project, the research will be written up as a thesis. On 

successful submission of the thesis, it will be deposited online in the Oxford Research Archive, so that it can 

be used in future research. The thesis will be published with open access, so that it is available to all internet 

users after an initial embargo period. I also aim to publish my findings in scientific journals, possibly also with 

open access, but this may be two to three years from the end of the study.   

 

Who is conducting this research? 

The research project is organized by Eileen Coughlan of Oxford University, who is a PhD student. The research 

is funded by the UK Economic and Social Research Council and Oxford University. This study has been 

reviewed by, and received ethics clearance through, the University of Oxford’s Central University Research 

Ethics Committee (R52019/RE001). 

 

What if there is a problem? 

If you have a concern about any aspect of this project, please speak to Eileen Coughlan or her supervisor 

(deborah.cameron@worc.ox.ac.uk) who will do his/her best to answer your query. The researcher should 

acknowledge your concern within 10 working days and give you an indication of how she intends to deal with 

it. If you remain unhappy or wish to make a formal complaint, please contact the chair of the Research Ethics 

Committee at the University of Oxford who will seek to resolve the matter in a timely manner. 

 

Chair, Social Sciences & Humanities Inter-Divisional Research Ethics Committee; 

Email: ethics@socsci.ox.ac.uk;  

Address: Research Services, University of Oxford, Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JD 

 

What should I do next? 

Please fill in the enclosed form and return it to your child’s class teacher if you would like your child to take 

part in this study. Please remember that you may withdraw your child at any time, without penalty and 

without giving a reason, by notifying the researcher. If you would like to discuss the research with someone 

beforehand (or if you have questions afterwards), please contact:  

 

Eileen Coughlan, 

Phone: 0871121399 

Email: eileen.coughlan@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk   

Post: Faculty of Linguistics, Philology and Phonetics, University of Oxford, Clarendon Institute,  

Walton Street, Oxford OX1 2HG, United Kingdom 
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