
Rang na hArdteiste 2018 

 

Seven years ago, I remember I was sitting in my seat at my table in Gael Scoil Dara, when a 

principal from a small Irish school in Athenry came in to speak to us about where we might 

consider going for secondary school. I thought I had already made my mind up on Coláiste na 

Coiribe.  It had always been my first choice. When I was accepted into the school, instead of 

the expected sense of elation, I was reluctant to say yes. Something made me rethink my 

plans.  Something about this principal inspired me to change my mind. (If not that, then I was 

just following Seán o Conaill!) 

  

A short few months later I recall sitting in the hall next door to here staring at many strange 

faces (and they were strange!!), though they are all very familiar to me today. Of course, I 

chose to attend Coláiste an Eachreidh and follow maistir Brian and that is where Hannah, 

Deirbhile, Noah, Ali, Evan, Dara Mac Riocard, Amy Nestor Beirne, Srefera, Niamh, Ciara, 

Aoife, Michaela, Amy Nic, Sean, Liam, Dara O Curnain, Antaine, Danny, Keegan and I came 

together. 

  

Once I had received that acceptance letter to Coláiste na Coiribe, my first reaction you’d have 

thought would be to accept it in a heart beat, but I still had a choice. My name is Míchael Ó 

Gríofa and I am proud to say that I am not a student in Coláiste na Coiribe, but a member of a 

special community of people, Coláiste an Eachreidh. See, it is not our abilities that show what 

we truly are, it is our choices. 

  

  

As a group, sadly some students moved school, moved home or moved countries!  They are 

not forgotten. They were once a part of this tightly knit bunch. However, since transition year 

we have grown to be more than just a class of students, we are undoubtedly a group of friends 

instead. 

  

There is not one thing I would have changed about the last six years I have spent with all of 

you. Idir an turas go Dún na nGall, go dtí an tsúilóid fhada sin go dtí Esker, ón cead turas go 

Petersburg leis an leithreas briste go dtí an turas thar lear agus an uisce a thit amach as an 

bhfuinneog. From when we all used to be fit and play soccer on the pitch and handball on the 

court to the lazy games of cards we’ve been playing every lunch for the last two years. We 

certainly have experienced it all together. Yes, there were some ups and downs now and again, 

but we are all sitting here today smiling and remembering the good times that we’ve all shared. 

  

There are no words that I could possibly use to describe how grateful we all are for the help 

and encouragement from the teachers and staff.    Over the years they have supported us with 

school work and other activities without hesitation.  Despite the ‘odd’ terms of endearment and 

encouragement “amadán”, “schut”, “divil”, (funnily never Michael!!) we flourished and I am 

sure over the course of the night we will all express in our own ways and in our own time how 

grateful we are and how much we appreciate everything that has been done for us.  

  

Before I finish I would like to give some advice to my fellow students. As we draw quite near 

to the leaving cert, I urge you all to remember that: 

  

Here in this room no matter how the tests go, there is an artist, who does not need to understand 

maths, there is a musician, whose geography marks won’t matter, an entrepreneur whose 



history and English literature may not be needed, there’s an athlete whose  physical fitness is 

more important than physics. 

  

To quote máistir Brian, ‘déan na rudaí simplí i gceart i gconaí’ and remember the advice from 

those gairmtreoir classes we had on Wednesdays. 

• Remember that we are what we repeatedly do every day. 

• Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit. 

• Life is not a problem to be solved but a reality to be experienced. 

  

Coláiste an Eachreidh is a school of many opportunities, but opportunities don’t just happen. 

You must create them. Thomas Edison said that opportunity is often missed by most people 

because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work. So when the next opportunity comes 

knocking at your door, reach out and grab it! 

  

Finally I would just like to say that over the course of my 6 years in Coláiste an Eachreidh, I 

have had the honour of speaking on behalf of the school and in front of the school for many 

other people and groups, but I must say that standing up here today representing my 

classmates,  my friends, to you our family members and teachers, I consider it to be a privilege 

and I feel most proud. I could be given no greater honour than that of being chosen chun 

buíochas a gabhail lenár bpríomhoide Brian, leas-phríomhoide Seán, na múinteoirí, an foireann 

ar fad agus Caitlín, ár runaí, as sé bliana den scoth i gColáiste an Eachréidh a thabhairt dúinn. 

Freisin, ba mhaith liom buíochas speisialta a gabháil le múinteoir Gearóidín as ucht an ócáid 

iontach seo a eagrú anocht. 

  

Without a doubt it has been the individual characters, personalities and perseverance found in 

all of our teachers and other faculty members that has made our 6 years both momentous and 

wonderful, more than any other experience that is to be had in any other school around the 

country. 

  

So, gan aon mhoill, for the last time, officially ba mhaith liom mo míle buíochas a ghabhail 

libh uilig as ucht bhur gcuid cabhrach, greann, spreagadh, meas, tiomontas, bhur ndíograis agus 

ar ndóigh bhur bhfoigne, your patience, thar na blianta. It is and always will be in Coláiste an 

Eachreidh that we, your students of 2012-2018, found our ambitions and aspirations which will 

now guide us in our future. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Míchael Ó Gríofa 

 


