
 

 

A chara 

Tá an-áthas orm leis an obair iontach atá déanta, ag múinteoirí agus daltaí an Choláiste, le cúpla 
seachtain anuas. Is cúis bhróid dúinn uilig é, an comhoibriú agus meon dearfach atá idir na daltaí 
agus múinteoirí.  

I hope this finds you and your family well. It has been a difficult, challenging time for all, in particular, 
I sympathise with those of you who have suffered the loss of a loved one – ar dheis Dé go raibh siad. 

As we break for the mid-term, after several weeks of online remote learning, I have to say that I am 
proud of the great effort made, by both students and teachers, as they engaged and cooperated 
positively during the online delivery. Without doubt, they all deserve a break from the world of 
screens, texts, emails, assignments, ..TEAMS need to be switched off, eyes need resting, batteries 
need to be recharged – an opportunity to ‘sharpen the saw’, so to speak, is badly wanted, in the hope 
of a renewed energy to face the term ahead. 

I want to sincerely thank Comhairle na nDaltaí (Students’ Council) for their honest insights and 
sensible recommendations with regards to their online learning experiences. Every Thursday morning, 
at 9:00am, 26 pupils, from the various year groups, met with us and provided meaningful feedback.  

They rated the effectiveness of online virtual classes highly, giving an 
average rating of 4.27 (1=Poor…….5=Very Effective). They also had 
constructive recommendations about class length and workload. We 
listened attentively and modified our teaching approach to meet their 
needs. I hope all the pupils benefitted from practice changes arising 

from those meetings. We will routinely engage with the pupils in our efforts to continually improve 
our methodologies.  

Also, a thank you, to all of you parents who responded to the survey (nearly half of all households), 
again the feedback was both informative and very positive. Thank you for your kind words and 
constructive recommendations. On a rating scale of 1=poor………5=Excellent, the following 
illustrations reflect parents’ satisfaction with the Coláiste’s provision of remote teaching and learning.   

 

                                                



“Thank you all for your hard work and determination to help keep the kids learning as close 
to normal as possible......” 
 
“Congratulations on virtual lessons, we acknowledge the hard work the teachers are putting 
in...” 
 
"I think the school has done a phenomenal job. The teachers should all be commended. As a 
parent I could not ask for more, thank you all for your care, concern and professionalism". 

 

Scrúduithe Stáit & Athoscailt Scoileanna / State Examinations & School Reopening: - I am very 
conscious, as I pen this note, that there still remains, a great deal of uncertainty, especially for our 
Leaving Certs and Junior Cert pupils. Hopefully, some clarity regarding Examinations and school 
reopening will be given in the coming days.  

Cruinnuithe Tuistí / Parent-Teacher Meetings: - Due to Covid restrictions parent-teacher meetings 
could not be arranged in the normal manner, I look forward to meeting you in person again as soon 
as public health advice allows. The teachers have recently prepared progress reports in respect of 
Years 1, 4 and 5 (as was done, for other year groups last term).  The reports can now be accessed on 
VSWARE – login, go to ASSESSMENT …. from the drop down menu select ‘Tuarascáil Daltaí’. 

Dé Céadaoin 24ú Feabhra 2021 - Cnuaslá Oiliúna / Junior Cycle Regional In-service: To facilitate staff 
participation in a regional Junior Cycle in-service day, students will be free from classes on Wednesday 
February 24th. 

Scrúduithe Téarma 2 / Term 2 Examinations: We have decided to defer the scheduled Term 2 
Examination, which were planned for this week. Instead, shortly after schools reopen (but not during 
week 1) students will sit class assessments. The reported grade will be tallied as set out in the table 
below. 

Scrúduithe Téarma 2  

Obair Leanúnach ó Mhí na Samhna 
go Nollaig 

Work and participation from last 
exam to Christmas 

 

20% 

Rannpháirtíocht 
ar líne  

Online work and 
participation 

  

45% 

Tionscadal/Cur i 
láthair/Scrúdú/Tasc –  
Class Exam/Project 
Work/Presentation/Task  

  

                    35% 

100% 
 

Ní neart go cur le chéile: - In summary, thanks to all for your cooperation and support, especially the 
teachers and students, it is not easy, but the positive relationship between the staff and pupils makes 
an otherwise challenging situation all the more manageable. 

Classes resume again on Monday 22nd, in the meantime, I hope the pupils enjoy the break and take a 
well-deserved rest. 

Slán agus beannacht, 

Brian 


